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General experimental information
Column chromatography was carried out with SiO 2 60 (particle size (3 × 5 mL). The combined organic layers were dried (Na 2 SO 4 ) and the solvent evaporated. The crude product was purified by two consecutive column chromatographic separations. The first separation (R f1 ) afforded a pure mixture of both regioisomers that were separated on a second column (R f2 ). 
(S)-Benzyl 2-methyl-1-[1-(pyridin-2-ylmethyl)-1H-imidazol-4-yl]propylcarbamate (4b)
N
Compound 6c
The title compound was synthesized from 2c and 2,6-bis(bromomethyl)pyridine following the general procedure. The title compound was synthesized from 2d and 2,6-bis(bromomethyl)pyridine following the general procedure. -S10 - -S14 - Figure 1 . ORTEP drawing showing both symmetry independent molecules in the crystal structure of 9 at 223 K. Ellipsoids are shown at 50% probability level.
2-{[4-(1-(1S)-Benzyloxycarbonylamino-3-methylbutyl)-1H-imidazol-1-yl]methyl}-6-{[5-(1-(1S)-benzyloxycarbonylamino-3-methylbutyl)-1H-imidazol-1-yl]methyl}pyridine (12c).

2-{[4-(1-(1S)-Benzyloxycarbonylamino-2-phenylethyl)-1H-imidazol-1-yl]methyl}-6-{[5-(1-(1S)-benzyloxycarbonylamino-2-phenylethyl)-1H-imidazol-1-yl]methyl}pyridine (12d).
1-[4-(1-(1S)-benzyloxycarbonylaminoethyl)-1H-imidazol-1-yl]-3-[5-(1-(S)-benzyloxycarbonylaminoethyl)-1H-imidazol-1-yl]benzene (12e).
-S15 - C HMQC NMR spectra of precyclophane 11a.
-S18 -
Figure 5.
1 H- 13 C HMBC NMR spectrum of precyclophane 11a.
-S19 - C HMQC NMR spectra of precyclophane 12a.
-S21 - H- 13 C HMBC NMR spectrum of precyclophane 12a.
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